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SUBJECT: GOM ERADICATION-CAMPAIGN BEGINS ON SCHEDULE 

1 . EMBASSY HAS BEEN RECEIVING DAILY REPORTS FROM BELL 
INSTRUCTOR PILOT DAN CARSON, NOW WORKING IN CULIACAN ON 
GOM ERADICATION EFFORT. CARSON REPORTED JANUARY 4 THAT 
SEVERAL HELICOPTERS WERE LAUNCHED AROUND 0800 JAN 3 AND 
PERFORMED SEVERAL HOURS OF SPRAY MISSIONS. CARSON ADDED 
THAT MEXICAN ZONE COORDINATOR, CARLOS AGUILAR-GARZA, 

WAS SEVERELY UPSET WITH SEVERAL PILOTS WHO DID NOT REPORT 
TO CULIACAN UNTIL MORNING OF JANUARY 3 INSTEAD OF ARRIV- 
ING BY COB JANUARY 1 AS SECHEDULED. COORDINATOR REPORTEDLY 
DRESSED THEM DOWN, ADDING THAT HE WAS TEMPTED TO PLACE THEM 
UNDER ARREST. 

2. CARSON AND MEXICAN SPRAY PILOT ZOLA TELEPHONED EMBASSY 
AVIATION ADVISOR EVENING JANUARY 5 AND REPORTED THAT 
APPROXIMATELY 150 POPPY FIELDS WERE SPRAYED JANUARY 4 
AND ANOTHER 100 JANUARY 5. CARSON (WHO FREQUENTLY 
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FLIES WITH MEXICAN SPRAY PILOTS TO OBSERVE PROFICIENCY) 

AND ZOLA(ONE OF THE FIRST, AND NOW AMONG THE MOST 
PROFICIENT, MEXICAN SPRAY PILOTS) HAD BEEN FLYING 
IN DIFFERENT AREAS BUT BOTH REPORTED THAT THE FIELDS 
BEING LOCATED WERE VERY IMMATURE. THEY EXPRESSED 
BELIEF THAT ERADICATION TEAMS WOULD HAVE NO PROBLEM 
KEEPING AHEAD OF PROBLEM. 
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3. COMMENT: MISSION STAFF HS BEEN OF OPINION 
THAT EXPANSION OF GOM ERADICATION EFFORT TO VIRTUALLY 
YEAR-ROUND CAMPAIGN WOULD RESULT IN FEWER ILLICIT 
CROPS BEING READY FOR DESTRUCTION AT ANY GIVEN 
MOMENT AND THAT CRISIS ATMOSPHERE THAT EXISTED 
IN JANUARY 1976 WOULD NOT BE REPEATED. THE ABOVE 
REPORTS WOULD CONFIRM THAT TREND. HOWEVER, ABOVE 
OBSERVATIONS ARE BASED ON ONLY THREE DAYS' EXPERIENCE 
IN RELATIVELY SMALL AREAS AND SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED 
AS DEFINITIVE READING OF PRESENT POPPY ERADICATION 
PROBLEM THROUGHOUT MEXICO. WE ALSO BELIEVE IT 
SIGNIFICANT THAT ERADICATION PROGRAM BEGAN RIGHT 
ON SCHEDULE AND TAKE THIS AS INDICATION THAT NEW 
ATTORNEY GENERAL MEANS BUSINESS. 

JOVA 
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